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BULGARIA April 29  – May 7  – provisional dates and itinerary
Day 1: Fly LHR-Sofia.BA 0890 Dep 0830-Arr 1335. Pick up bus. Drop bags in hotel. Visit depots/plinths in Sofia. Hotel Sofia 

Day 2: Service train No.1621 (0830-1010) Sofia-Septemvri (Baggage in bus). Visit ng depot. Steam with full ng train and steam loco 60976 Septemvri-Velingrad. Hotel Velingrad. 

Day 3: Ng steam Velingrad-Bansko-Dobrinishte (some diesel assistance over mountain). Bansko “museum” locos. Bus back to Velingrad hotel. 

Day 4: Bus Velingrad- Panagjurishte. With 01.23 Panagjuriste-Plovdiv (77km steam with no wires-using three green coaches). Interval in Plovdiv to visit  depot. With Bus Plovdiv to Stara Zagora, visiting  Kalojanovets Reserve en route.  Stara Zagora Hotel. 

Day 5:  Visit Stara Zagora depot. Stara Zagora- Veliko Tarnovo with 07 diesel (very steep crossing of mountains). Plinth at Cereva Livada.  Hotel Veliko Tarnavo 

Day 6: Bus all morning to Asenovo Reserve (famous rare steam locos).Then 16.01 Veliko Tarnovo-Gorna Orjahovitsa -depot visit. Then 16.01 Gorna to Ruse. Hotel Ruse. 

Day 7: Visit Ruse Railway Museum.  Bus Ruse to Levski (100 km)  Depot visit-plinth. Levski-Trojan with 03.12 (83 km -no wires).  Bus Trojan to Pleven hotel. 

Day 8: Pleven to Sofia using BZK British class 87 electric  (194 km)   Photo stops en route. Hotel Sofia (near station). 

Day 9: Private Tram tour of Sofia (museum tram) picking up adjacent to hotel/station. Transport to airport. Fly Sofia-LHR BA 0891 Dep 1430 Arr LHR 1600
Anticipated tour price £1,745 includes return flights from/to London Heathrow by British Airways; hotel accommodation on half-board (dinner, bed and breakfast) basis on a twin-share basis. Single room supplement £200;  deduction for land arrangements-only  (i.e. tour without return flights from/to the UK) £200

Prices based upon exchange rate of €1.10 = £1 – a deposit of £100 secures your place, fully refundable if, when the final itinerary is published (approximately 2 months/6 weeks prior to departure) you decide to withdraw.
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